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Minutes of the meeting of Holbeach Parish Council on Monday 15th January 2024 at 
19:00 at Methodist Church, Albert Walk, Holbeach. 
 

 In attendance Apologies 
given 

Non-Attendance 

Holbeach 
Parish Council,  

Cllrs: P Savory, R 
Flood, S 
Hutchinson, I 
Hutchinson, T 
Wiltshire, R 
Stevens, L Jordan, 
S Bailey & N 
Newman 
 
Clerk: Jan Hearsey  
Deputy Clerk: Becky 
Brothwell 
 

Cllr: P Ward   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Public 
including 
Councillors 

4 Members of the 
Public & 2 members 
of the press 
Cllr Paul Barnes & C 
Cllr Peter Coupland 

D Cllrs: T Carter 
& A Beal 

 

 

Vice-Chair Cllr T Wiltshire opened the meeting at 19:00 
 
2023/4-142 – Chair 

a) Following receipt of two requests to the Clerk; to resolve to agree a vote of no 
confidence in the Chair of the Council – This agenda item was not required as the 
Chair, Clive Turner had resigned from the Council earlier in the day. Cllr T Wiltshire 
passed on his thanks to the former Chair. 
 

2023/4-143 - Apologies for absence 
To receive and accept apologies where valid reasons for absence have been given to the 
Clerk prior to the meeting. - Apologies were received and accepted under the delegated 
powers of the Clerk from: Cllr:  P Ward 

2023/4-144 - Declarations of interest.  
To receive any declarations of interest in accordance with the requirements of the Localism 
Act 2011 and to consider any requests for dispensations in respects of pecuniary or non-
pecuniary interests in Agenda items. Cllr L Jordan declared a pecuniary interest in agenda 
item 2023/4-148 (b) 

2023/4-145 - Minutes 
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It was resolved to approve as a correct record the notes of the meetings of the Council held 
on 11th December (it was resolved to agree the amendment) & 14th December 2023 (Cllr S 
Hutchinson voted against) and 3rd January 2024 and to authorise the Chair to sign the official 
minutes. 

2023/4-146 - Clerk 
a) To receive a report from the Clerk – see appendix a 
b) To receive an update on vacancies – see appendix a 
c) To co-opt any interested parties. – no papers submitted 
d) It was discussed and resolved to agree the way forward with the Devolution of Greater 

Lincolnshire document in that this Council was not accepting the proposal. 
e) It was resolved to agree the suggestions to put forward to the police for their next 

quarter “neighbourhood priorities” as, more visibility in the town, parking on pavements 
and traffic offences not being monitored and to note that the reporting of crimes 
procedure deters the public from reporting crimes.  Clerk to organise a meeting with 
the local police.  Consider a leaflet drop. 

2023/4-147 - Finance & Admin Committee 
a) To receive the report from the Chair of the Committee – no meeting was held and no 

report 
b) To note the Bank balances as of 31st December 2023 as follows: 

Account ending 4844  £3,465.24 Account ending 5394  £15,874.28 
Account ending 01PC £308,132.95 – see appendix b 

c) It was resolved to agree to the payments for December 2023 of £68,813.65 and to 
note the income for December 2023 of £4,948.03 – see appendix c 

d) It was resolved to agree to write back regarding the grant application and ask the 
organisation to submit again with a lower figure to comply with our policy. 

e) It was resolved to agree the insurance renewal and to index link the policy. 
f) It was resolved to agree the LALC training scheme 
g) It was resolved to agree the way forward with the materials for the sandpit following 

the email received as to have a Goods Received policy. 
 

It was resolved to agree to exclude the press and public under  the    Public    Bodies  
(Admission  to  Meeting)  Act  1960  due  to  the  confidential  nature  of  the  
business  to  be  transacted   

The public, press and Clerk/RFO left the meeting at 19:39   
 
2023/4-148 HR, Health and Safety and Data Protection Committee    

a) It was resolved to agree to defer the Clerk’s salary for 2024/25 following legal advice 
due to Standing Orders 

b) It was resolved to agree to defer the Deputy Clerk’s salary for 2024/25 due to Standing 
Orders. 
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Public and press to return. -The Public, Press and Clerk/RFO returned to the meeting  at 
19:49 
 
Following the Council’s decision for agenda item 2023/4-148 (a) and (b), the Clerk/RFO 
pointed out that the Council were in breach of its Financial Regulations. 
 
2023/4-149 Precept 

a) After removing the £1,000 allocated for Chair’s expenses, it was resolved to agree 
the precept for 2024/25 of £330,079.96, noting the percentage increase for a Band D 
property of 5.19% and to request the Chair to sign the Precept – see appendix d 

 
2023/4-150 - Open Spaces Committee  

a) To receive a report from the Chair of the Committee – Work had taken place to remove 
a dead tree 

b) It was resolved to agree the way forward with the outfield in that the Clerk write to the 
Club involved and ask not to use the outfield. 

2023/4-151 - Planning, Properties, Emergency Planning and Speeding Committee  
a) To receive the report from the Chair of the Committee – see appendix e 

2023/4-152 - Events & PR Committee –  
a) To receive the report from the Chair of the Committee – see appendix f 

 
 
2023/4-153 – Meetings 

a) The next meeting of the Council will be on Monday 12th February 2024 at 19:00 at 
Methodist Hall Albert Walk, Holbeach 

It was resolved to agree to exclude the press and public under  the    Public    Bodies  
(Admission  to  Meeting)  Act  1960  due  to  the  confidential  nature  of  the  
business  to  be  transacted     
 
Open meeting closed at: 20:06 
Closed meeting opened at 20:12 
 
2023/4-154 Properties – It was proposed seconded and agreed to re-order the agenda and 
take item b before item a 

b) It was discussed and resolved to agree the way forward with legal review of 
documentation associated with Leases within Carters Park in that the Clerk will 
contact three legal firms for a price and report back to Council on the 22nd January 
2024. 

a) It was resolved to agree the rent increase for the Football club following, the Clerk to 
write to them before the 17th January 2024. 

c) It was resolved to agree the way forward with a council property in that each 
Committee should look into options and report back to Full Council. 
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d) It was resolved to agree the way forward with a received complaint in that the Clerk 
write to the complainant and say that the Council is not able to take it any further. 

2023/4-155 Waste 
a) It was resolved to agree the way forward with hazardous waste removal in that 

Wasteking will remove the chemical which our staff are not licenced to handle. 

2023/4-156 - HR, Health and Safety and Data Protection Committee    
a) To receive a report from the Chair of the Committee – Cllr R Flood updated members. 
b) It was resolved to agree to ratify the appointment of a member of staff, a temporary 

position. 
c) It was resolved to agree the way forward with a staffing matter. 

 
 
Meeting closed at 20:56 
 
 
Signed Chair………………………………………………Date……………………………………. 
 
Appendix a 
I used my delegated powers to pay the Barclaycard bill of £2,170.88 as per the Council’s 
Financial Regulations point 5.5. 
May I remind members that when discussing budgets in open session, they must not discuss 
staff salaries. 
 
Vacancies 
Town Ward = 4 
Hurn Ward = 1 
St Johns Ward = 1 
Drove Ward = 1 
 
Appendix b 
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Appendix e 

Report PPS Meeting  Friday 5.1.2024 

 

The first item was election of the New Chairman of PPS committee and I was duly elected. 

Following on from the normal committee business  we went onto planning applications where 

there were a number that we did not comment on but there were two that we did:- 

1. Part of the 

development Holbeach meadows where they required access following development 0f 330 

houses in Hall Gate and fen road both we raised concerns about and so have residents. 

2. Another one 

was Three Chestnuts Fen Road changing from a Residential to a day school for SEN children. 

We looked at this and the entrance they purpose is on a derestricted road and a potential of 

32 vehicles entering/exiting in a short space of time with poor visibility. 

We resolved to name SID locations a month in advance and Tim Wiltshire plus a volunteer 

would place them out, and February locations are Barrington Gate and Wignals Gate. 

We agreed to advertise an office for rent ant the normal rental amount. 

We also agreed to receive an update from the Land Registry and to get the outstanding 

signatory from the Councillor for the document. 

We received an update on the key audit and agreed to place on both our agenda and Open 

spaces committee a vacating policy guideline. 

We discussed the notice board in particular rates and it was agreed the Clerk would speak 

to the VOA officer re submitting an objection and if not successful writing to our MP 

The next meeting was agreed as 2\2\2024  

We then went into closed session. 

 

Appendix f 

Our program of Events for 2024, was also severely curtailed, most notably by the actions of 

Councillor Sophie Hutchinson, claiming, entirely wrongfully, that there was no need to hold a 

Centenary Event for Carters Park, as 2024 is not the Centenary year.  

 

I am relieved to report that we now have conclusive proof that 2024 is indeed the Centenary 

year of Carters Park, and our planned Centenary Event will now take place, for which the 

allocated budget that was removed, will now need to be reinstated. 

 

I need hardly remind the Council, that we do not enjoy the positive view of the public generally, 

however, our Events are very well received, and are also recently, very well attended. The 

Public greatly enjoy these Events, appreciate the efforts we go to, and indeed, for the first 

time, are happy to support as volunteers now.  

 

The Public sees "value" in these events, where it does not see value in many of our core 

responsibilities. We need to capitalise on this. 
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We have a fantastic program of Events throughout the year, and more will be added as 

circumstances permit. I now have an excellent Team on events, and am very proud of the 

commitment shown by each and every one of them, and indeed, the incredible ideas they 

come up with.  

 

2024, is going to be a "Red Letter" year for Holbeach culturally, in which we will be building 

on firm foundations to create something truly unique. Holbeach is set to become a 

"Destination" culturally, which can only impact positively on the town, and the surrounding 

Parish. 

 

Public session 

A member of the public asked about the digital notice board, the Clerk/RFO explained that 

she had appealed to the Valuation office regarding the, around £700 per annum business 

rates bill.  The board was not currently working due requiring a hard reset and access was 

not possible at this time. 

 

Cllr Paul Barnes (Fleet Parish Council) asked about the bad state of the road at Dam Gate, 

County Cllr Peter Coupland who was present explained that this was being looked into by 

LCC. 

 

A member of the public asked if long serving members of the council  could remember an 

incident involving Crown Land around 2010, they could not. 

 

District 

Cllr S Hutchinson said she was still trying to obtain figures re the town centre plans. The Clerk 

asked, on behalf of a parishioner, why Boston Road car park was not being opened, Cllr 

Hutchinson said she would investigate and report back. 

 

County 

County Cllr Peter Coupland spoke about the many accidents on the A17 between Gedney 

and Holbeach, he is pushing for an investigation and perhaps a 50mph speed limit and/or 

speed cameras. 


